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Fujinoyamai Synopsis

A few times a year, a beautiful phenomenon called Diamond Fuji occurs 

when the rising or setting sun aligns with the peak of Mt. Fuji, causing Mt. 

Fuji to shine bright like a diamond.

Fascinated with that promise, Sasha departs on an expedition to Japan, driv-

en by a question of whether Diamond Fuji can be seen with a naked eye or if 

it’s just an optical illusion that can be seen only through the camera lens.

 

At the foot of Mt. Fuji, he encounters numerous amateur photographers, 

and becomes a student of the infamous photography Master, Ohyama-Yukio, 

who has devoted over 40 years of his career to photographing Mt. Fuji.

Sasha gradually shifts his lens towards those behind the cameras, trying to 

reflect himself through local amateur photographers, majestic nature, and 

his pocket digital camera.

The sky is clear and the fingers are ready to press the shutter when all of a 

sudden, a little cloud rises up from behind the mountain.

*Fujinoyamai, means “Incurable Disease” in Japanese.

This is also how the Japanese amateur photographers call each other with 

love and affection.

 

This film is a result of 3 different visits in Japan, that started back in 2016 

when I first arrived in Japan as an exchange student.

Technical Details

Title: Fujinoyamai (Incurable Disease)

Genre: Short, Experimental, Documentary

Length: 29 min

Year of production: 2020

Country of production: Israel

Country of shooting: Japan

Spoken langauges: Hebrew, Japanese, English, Russian

Subtitles: English \ Hebrew

Crew

Editing direction: Thalia Hoffman

Mentors: Mayumi Arai, Ilia Tamarin

Sound design: Gadi Raz

Color grading: Hector Berrebi

Directed, filmed and edited by Sasha Tamarin

Screenings  & Awards

DOCAVIV NEXT!, curated by Tal Yahas and Yael Messer, Israel, 2020

Haifa International Film Festival, Israel, 2020

(^ Winner of best Independent short film prize)

Wandering Domains, Villa Gallery, Jerusalem, Israel, 2020

Kasseler DokFest, Kassel, Germany, 2020

Teaser \ Film Screener 

Click here to watch the teaser:

https://vimeo.com/445830884

Click here to watch the film (private link):

https://vimeo.com/460219104

password:1958
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photo by Sasha Tamarin

Mr. Ohyama Yukio (The Master)

Born in 1952, Ohyama began his photographic career in 1972 

by wandering freelance around Japan and specializing in images 

of steam locomotives. In 1976, he happened to attend a photo 

exhibition on Mt. Fuji, and this exhibition served as the turning 

point in his career. In 1984, he held his first solo exhibition, “One 

Thousand Years of Mt. Fuji,” and moved to Yamanashi Prefecture 

the following year. In 1990, he built a house on the shores of Lake 

Kawaguchi, at the foot of Mt. Fuji, and this currently serves as his 

photographic base. Ohyama shuts himself away and lives like a 

mountain hermit for long periods engaging only in dialog with the 

mighty volcano, and this unusual lifestyle has enabled him to cap-

ture unique scenes of Mt. Fuji.

- Text provided by Fujifilm Square Japan



Photographers are prepairing to take a sunset photo of “Red Fuji”, still from video, Fujinoyamai, 2020



Spinning with an amateur photographer, still from video, Fujinoyamai, 2020



Arrived at Ohyama Yukio’s house, still from video, Fujinoyamai, 2020



2 Photographers are waiting for the milkyway to appear from above Mt. Fuji, still from video, Fujinoyamai, 2020



Mt. Fuji postcards taken by Mr. Ohyama Yukio, Fujinoyamai, 2020



still from video, Fujinoyamai, 2020



Becoming a postcard, still from video, Fujinoyamai, 2020



Photographers are waiting for the “Diamond Fuji” sunrise above lake Tanuki, Fujinoyamai, 2020



“It’s already out!
- Yes, It’s too late...”



Sasha Tamarin

Sasha Tamarin, b. 1986, Moscow. 

Tamarin has graduated from the MFA program of Bezalel Academy 

of Arts and Design, Jerusalem and earned his B.A in Photography & 

Communication from Hadassah College, Jerusalem and he currently 

lives and works between Tel-Aviv and Tokyo.

Tamarin’s main focus is on video and photography mediums, and 

his work is presented in various formats such as experimental 

films, projected slideshows, xerox prints, self-published books and 

postcards.

In his current practice, Tamar in often transforms himself into a 

tourist who visits world-famous touristic sites, such as Claude Mon-

et’s gardens in Giverny in France or Mt. Fuji in Japan.

Usually, he visits these places during the weekend when they are 

most crowded.

Through the medium of photography and spontaneous interaction 

with locals and other tourists, Tamarin tries to emphasize on the 

gap between the reality and thus desired, and at times unreachable 

worlds.

Contact

www.sashatamarin.com

spantan@gmail.com

+972.54.5219186
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